
C4 Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 

Each year in the U.S., as many as 40,000 babies are born with a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 

Disorder costing about $6 billion a year.  This dynamic course will introduce participants to the 

effects of alcohol use on the developing fetus and the impact that this exposure has on a 

person throughout their lifetime.  Participants will learn the signs of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 

Disorder and how to best work with and advocate for persons living with these symptoms.  

 

Trainer: Annie von Gillern, MSW, LISW 

Annie von Gillern, MSW, LISW is a clinical social worker at the Middleton Center for 

Children’s Rights at the Drake Legal Clinic. Annie has a background of providing clinical 

social work services in domestic violence and child welfare advocacy.  Annie is an active 

member in the community serving on the Polk County Model Court, the Safe Babies 

Court Team Advisory Board, the Professional Consultation Group for the Child Abuse Prevention Council, 

and the Trauma Informed Care Project.  Annie received her MSW from the University of Missouri – 

Columbia in 2006, received her LISW in 2010, and is planning a May 2013 graduation from Drake 

University Law School. 


